Influence of repression upon the measurement of dental anxiety.
Using a non-linear, multivariate analysis, the resistance against admitting to being dentally anxious was studied. Dental anxiety was found to be repressed by a subgroup, among them more men than women, of a sample, who also repressed the feeling of low self esteem about tooth loss. Based on the results, regular and irregular dental attenders can be separated almost perfectly. The relationship with other anxiety measurements, i.e. Corah's Dental Anxiety Scale and three components discernible in Weiner's Anticipation Anxiety Level Chart, was studied.